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Weleose to thie, eur second Progress Report. As with others of 
ita kind it serves the purpowse of keeping you up te date on any 
developasats, of showing yeu how convention membership is grow- 
ing, and of proving that the comaittee are in Sask stiil alive 
and functioning and haven't ebacended with the convention fundus 


AG you will see when rea#ing through, things are slowly but 
surely coming together and the response in terme of memberships, 
given that we're sot yet actually inte 198ies I write, has been 
nost heartening, Eeldestiy our announced intention te soncen~ 
trate on SF ag a literary fore, on the books and magazines that 
show SF at ite most vital and original, rather than attempting 
to also cover ite many end proliferating aanifestations 

in other media, is ome that appeals to many people. 


What also appeals te thes, ac doubt, is the prospect of a fan 
programme that lifts the dieecussion of fsazinee beyond the 
trivial; the ddes of a alagle contiaucag programme with itema, 
whether fannish or acleues fictional, tahiag place in the same 
main con Ball, and the committee's hope that ue-one will attend 
one type of item to the exclusion of the other; the notion of 
films not usually soen at conventiona thet gay weil atrates 
their conception of justowhat SF ie and shich have been chogen 
not to merely provide a distraction but to form an integral 
part of the programme; and the fact thet this will be a smail, 
goupact, and friendly convention where they'll bave à rasi 
chance af eseting new paspia. 
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But then you keow sll this already. What you may not know = and 


-PROGRESS REPORT TWO 


what has puzzled a number of people ~ ig how a convention being held 
in Newcastle came to be called MEXICON. ah, thereby hangs a tale, 
and here to tell you all about it is Linda Pickersgill, in a pises 
she calle: i | 


THE ORIGINS OF MEXICON % ™3 48 a conventiun 


situated snack dab in the 
middie of Geordie-land called WEXICON? Ia 1% really because 
Newcastle ie twinecity to TMajmanat Or because folke in the Kigh- 
lands like to sing *South of the Border Down Newcastle Way"? O2 
because enchiladas go weti with Newcastle Brown? She roal answer ies 
in a situation shat arose at CHANNELCON dn Brighton during Easter of 
982, Maybe you rewember it as | do, especially those iuli periods 
when the bare were shut and there seemed nothing batter to do than 
ait around and mutter half-hearted complatuts, This particular 
afterncon a comaitted group of us were seated near the bar in cass by 
some freak Circumstance it sholild open early, muttering away and 
alring our favourite gripes while watching as barbarian hordes aad 
Logan's Runnere ambled by. The suttering had to do with the chaaging 
nature of Eastercons (cross reference.see: “Rob Hansen’s Guide Te 
Fansish Complaints” nusber 37). This rapidly aging gripe was abort 
how the mass popularity of Seipnce Fiction had broadened the 
definition of what was once primarily a written medium to include 
films, television, comics, computers, costumes, var gamos, and Star 
Trek porns. The conchusion was that written SF, beth as literature 
and as a basis for fanzine culture, is now a fringe itself in the 
wider Meld of what is now known as. "Sci-Fit, It's a sed day when you 
. discover that your star is no longer the only one sħhiniug in the 

universa, ao we griped and waited for the bar to opens 


| 

‘What we really need”, someone began, "is a special special 
Latersst group. Something truly fringe that we can clain to belong to 
and demand that the next Rastercon cater for us.” "Yeah, but Like 
what?” “Like Mexican fandom", Abi Frost threw at ua. We all turned to. 
stare at her, "You mean there is such a thing?", Gregory askeds "Oh, 
surely there must be somewherd...Mexican fans running around doing 
Mexicanly fannieh type things, I don't see why Mexisan fans should be 
neglected just because they'rg a small special interest group.” 

K i | ; 


Things blossomed from there, We vould ‘becows Mexican fandom and 
dewand bi-lingual programme books and programmes catering to 
Mexican fangs. Ye'd want alestas scheduled for the afternoons as well 
‘as tequila on demand aad tacos served at the banquet, Our plaas grew 
wild. Chris Evana suggested wg ali wear sombreros with "Kees Me 
Queeck" badges on them aw inspired by the ‘souvenir of Brightun’ hats 
he'd seen earlier that day. Greg suggested that we all wear tight 
black trousers with silwer-spangied stripes running down the seass, 
- and Harry Bell suggested bandelerog, Without realising it we had 

. slipped into using a Hollywood style paaude-Hexican accent and each 
new suggestion was greeted with many “arriba’s and “si aive, “and 
we'll request that we have our very own Mexican badges", someone 
threw in, to which the unanimous reply was; "BADGES? We don!’ need no 
eteenkin' badges!" (crose reference see: Treasure of the Sierra 
Madre”). By this tise the bar had opened at last and we all grabbed 
a drink to toast our ideatity|as a fringe group: Mexican fander.... 


2. 


oeethe Kind eho read SF and fanzines. Spontaneously we broke inte 
Hexican-Likhe sorg, "aye yi yi yiecss%s It wag the oniy Meulaan gong 
we knew and svan then ve didn’t kuow the rest of it so we just kept 
laging the saae phrase over and ower agalo: "aye yi yi yi. enye yi 
yi yilsssos”e Mogican fandom sas born, 

So 


And there you have ite Now for an update on various aspects of the 
convention frou those responsible for thamessssee 


FILMS if you think that all Science Miction convention Mime 

f houli feature spaceships and people wearing fienbowle 
on their beads then the MEXICON film programme is not for you. if, 
however, you believe that speculative cineas has as many faceto as 
speculative TLeticn, I think we have nome thiage to interest you os 


There will be seven full-length movies at MEXICON, both classics and 
ieaser-known items, They range from “Ths Man Who Would Be King? 
through “Alphaville” to "Celine and Julie Go Boating", a brilliant 
French fils whieh we'll be showing for the first tiss at a British 
convention. We also save Kevin Brownlow's "It Happened Here”, the 
wid-6Cs fils about a Nagi occupation of London, and James Ivary's 
"Savages", another first, Tha full ligt will be anaounced searar to 
the actual convention, as will the various cartoona and shorta which 
are presently being chosen, Since the filme form a part of the main 
programme we hope they will all be well attendsd rather than becoming 
a beerboreak, ag they have at some recent cons. You'll Jyst have to 
vemsmder to buy two pinta before you visit the balli 


raraga a ORN SAPROLD, 


pa i WH AA It hardiy seess like 1977 was the last time I 
FANZINE ROOM ran a fasroom, It seems moro Like 1877. Paces 
and fanzlaes have changed some slnee then = come for the better ~ but 
the Punction of a fanzine room remains such the same; to give the 
producers aw opportunity to reach mew readers, and the new readers 
land thy old who aren't ag stive as they maybe ougat to be} a chance 
to piek up on what's currently available, 


Current fanzines form one leg of our tri-~partite echeme, and in this 
specific regard we'd Like ala those who're intending to put out 
fanaines between nos aud MEXICON to rus off a few extra with the idea 
oy putting thea out for mals (at nominal costs) in the fanzine room, 
Any and all types of faazine welcome, from ths deterainedly sercon to 
the mosè obscurely personal, Any faneditore who want to provide sei f- 
publicity are certainly encouraged te do so = the wore groses and 
blatant the better. 


Old fanzines are, in our view, equally important, The sort of junk 
you've got atuck sowewhers that you can't get rid of or bring your- 
selLY to throw away may be just what someone else wants = if aot to 
cherish forever then just to read and apill beer on in the fanroom. 
What we want to do is arranges a substantial masa of fanzines in some 
sort of sensible order so that people can generally root through them 
or leave them behind, whichever seens gore appropriates 


Agaociated with the take<away library is a fanzine auetion, a ones 


veo 
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popular fannish event we're reviving out of sheer perversity, Most of 
the beat and most famous stuff donated to the fanroom will be 
extracted for this, aainly in the hope that it won't just be used for 
beer-mats or noge-wipes and that individuals who are genuine fanzine 
enthusiasts and collectors will have a chenee to pick up on interest~ 
ing items, Prices will, as with the sales table, ba probably pretty 
nominal, and we're planning on waking the event as puch an entertain~ 
meat asanything else. | 


Regarding all the above, we at Mexicon Central would like fanzine 
editors to tell us as soon as possible that they do intend offering 
material up for the sales table, and we'd like people with fanzine 
collections they can no Longer contemplate keepiag to actually get 
their stuff to either myself (Greg Pickersgill) or to Harry Bell at 
some time in advance of the convention, or at least as early on in 
the event as poasible, so that it may be properly sorted, 


We're also after displays, photos, and the like. If you see anything 
that entertains you bring or send it on and we'll find space for it. 


Greg Pickeragi il or, if sore convenient: Harry Bell 

7A Lawrence Ras, 9 Lincoln Sta, 

South Ealing Gateshead 

London W5 4XJ, Tyne & Wear NES 4EB. 


FAN PROGRAMME The! fanzine programme will concentrate on 


intelligent discussion of those perennial 
topics of interest which Tili fanzine lettercolumns, We hope to 
generate both heat and Right, 


Among the delights in atoro will be "Meat The Critics. Sigon 
Ounsley, former MATRIX reviewer and editor ef STILL I% MOVES, will be 
one of a number of crities putting individual views on the purpose 
and ideal form of fanzine reviews, are critica just motivated by 
elitist bloodlust? Or le thare some Higher Purpose, cruelly 

ignored by the multitude? Find! out at MEXICON. 


Another ites, already mentioned, is the fanzine production workshop, 
Here I need your help. What do you potential fanzine editors (or even 
experienced ones) want to know about the physical production of a 
fanzina? Are there specific techniques such as, for instance, the 
patching-in of electrostencils onto ordinary stencils, that you 
particularly want to see demonstrated? Let us know, 


Abi Frost 

69 Robin Hood Gdas., 
Cotton Sta, 

London E14, 


And now We go over to Chris Evans for a few words on the serioug.... 


SFE PROGRAMM, oe SF programse will bo designed to explore 


current status of aclence fiction in its 
wore anbitious and literary forme, It will discuss the state of the 
art and examine trends with a view to establishing what sort of 
future SF hae as a istinct literary category, or whether it has a 
future at all. 


Many idaportant contemporary writers from Thomas Pynchon to Doris 
Leaning have begun to use SF wotifs in their work, and the 

programme will explore the influence these writers are having on the 
field. It will aleo look at the role of the critic, the function of 
SF as a prophetic and socially conscious literature (with reference 
to Orwell}, aad the idea that SF may be an adolescent form of 
literature, Gna a more practical Level, it will consider the present 
state of the marketplace, with editors and established writers on 
hand to offer advice to new writers. 


Among the guests who have agreed to appear on the programme are the 
authors Russel Hoban, Christopher Priest, Richard Cowper, Robart 
Holdstock, and Liss Tuttle; the critics Peter Nicholle and John 
Clute; and the editors Malcolm Edwards (of Gollancz} and Richard 
Evans (of Putura). 


And, finally, we're currently investigating the possibility of 
doing something a little different ~ presenting the premiere of a 
play based on Philip K.Dick*s last novel, THE TRANSMIGRATION OF 
TIMOTHY ARCHER, as adapted by Geoff Ryzan, 


THE HOTEL The main convention hotel is the Royal Station, 

i * peene of ths original TYNECON of 1974, It's quite 
amazing to look down the present gem dership list and see many people 
who, whether (at the time) as young and innocent as Tony Johnston or 
as old and deprived as Harry Sell, will remember the the Royal 
Station as a far better than standard-iasue convention botel and will 
need little persuading to actually show up now that they’ve paid 
their membership, For thoes who've never experienced the hotel 
however, a few facts: Phe main con hall is on the first floor and 
has seating for more than 250 people, making it perfect for our 
purposes, Directly oppasite the con hall is the convention bar, which 
ig in turn adjacent to the fanzine roos, to which you can retire to 
read old fanzines or just to listen to the music. And right next to 
this ie the Continuity Room, where small impromptu events and group 
meetings tan take place, with the Conccm Squadroom nearby to provide 
ready assistance and instant information all through the convention, 
The bookroca is around the corner, off one of the large landiage as 
ideal for hanging around on, Downstairs is the hotel lobby, a larga 
circulating area where the registration desk will be, and leading 
off this is the main hotel bar which, like the others, ara open 
until gam as a sattor of course, and will regain open as long as 
there is the trade to warrant doing so. 


AS a result of our good relationship with the sanagement there will 
be low coat bar meals (£2-23) in both restaurants from 12 noonee, 30p8 
and 6na-l0pe every day of the convention, and because of the 
wanager?a fascination with the idea of *MEXICON' there's a high 


ne 


likelinood these will include chili, tacos, refried beans, and esoteric 
stuff Like that, with Nexican-style drinka also availabie ia the bars. 


The room rates we ‘ye negotiated are really quite Sood in 1954 teras - 
Sheapsr than at some conventions held in 1983, in fact ~ as can oe 
Seon on the booking form enclosed with this Progress Report, 


As far as rooms go we have 165 beds allocated to us in the Koyal 
Statlon and a minimum of 90 eo far in the overflow hotel, the County, 
which is quite literally across the road = s whole 450 yards away, Às 
we have 250 people signed up already anyone determined te be in the 
Sain hotel should send back their booking fore as soon ag possible, 


Cpe fap W ad uref istrati yi dyan g 
REGISTRATION T wouid prefer registration money in advange o 


e convention, If booking rooms for people not 
yet registered please send their registration money along with your 
booking forms. Make cheques payable to HEXIGOR, 


DYE pK Wollet we do not intend serrying advertising in 
ADVERTISING Miles » Reports we do intend affering espace for 
sale in the Programme Book. At present we don't have any firm policy or 
fates sot. If anyone is interested in buying spate in the Programe 
Book they should contactè Rob Hansen, 9A Greenleat Ra, Bast Has, 

London £6 LDX, as goon as possible and they will receive ail the 
relevant inforaation when it is available, 


BOOKROOD Harry Bell (addrese ag FANZING ROOM) will be organising 
: h the Bookroom, and althougk rates have not yet baen 
finalised any enquiries to nim from professional or fan dealers will be 
responded bo as soon as things are settled. We're especially hoping to 
attract dealers carrying stock perhaps not normally associated with 
Sclence Fiction conventions, bab lavking this the usual Heinleias and 
Asiwoves will just have to do, 


FINAL LY. and incredible as it may sound, the concept of MEXTCON 

ig "T has come under attack fros two different and entirely 
unexpected directions. One group seem convinced it will be nothing 
more than a frivolous and entirely social fannish-type convention, with 
virtually ao 'sertous t contest, while another side has run away with the 
idea that MEXICON intende to be wholly hard-core serious and econstruct« 
ive with no room for the more ‘casual’ aspects of conventionsering. 
Neither of these ie of course true. MEXIGON ateers a deliberate and 
determined middle-course, amd is as true to it now as when it was firat 
conceived. A glance at Chris Evans! SPF programming and John Jarrold's 
film~ligt will conflrm there's enough to gatisfy the discriminating 
side of the brain. Abigail Frost's fanzine-oriented items and the 
fanzine room will provide the bridge and the Newcastle end of the gox 
coawittso, after they tve čompieted their ideological, and hotel Liaison 
roles, will use the experience they've gained fron many SILICONS (the 
most social and fannish convention of them all) to provide entertain~ 
ments in the form of gares, both rough and aore or less intellectual, 
Tne trough' games will be hidden behind a discreet veil for the moment 
(though veterans of the YORCON 2 fanroom may have some idea of what's 
in store}, but the quizzes are justifiably convention favourites and 
will take several forms, More on the exact nature later, but teams are 


6. 


needed, eapectially those representative of fan-groups. ff you are 
interested please contact Kevin Williams, 19 Jesmond Dene Rd», 
_desscad, Nevcastle-upon-Tyae NEA 3Q%, to put yourself in line to win 
decent prizes (mo cheap wine this time!)j. Evening sad ‘People's? 


@iseos are algo planned. 


Meabershlips received te date: 


2. MARTIN RUNNEY 
2. ROBERT HOLDSTOCK 
%, VINCENT CLARKE 
4, JIM BARKER 
5, JOHN HARVEY 
É. EVE HARVEY 
3, GREG PISKERSGILL 
8, LINDA PICKERSGILL 
9. ROR HANSEN 
LO, JOHN JABROLD 
11. ABIGAIL FROST 
12, PAM WELLS 
13. PHIL PALMER 
14. STEVE LAWSON 
15, CHRIS EVANS 
16, CHRIS PRIEST 
17. LISA TUTTLE 
18. KEVIN WILLIAMS 
19. SUE WILLIAMS 
20. ARNOLD AKIEN 
>te HARRY BELL 
22. DARROLL PARDON 
2%, ROSEMARY PARDOE 
24, JOHN WILKES 
25. FRANCES J. NELSON 
26, PAUL VINCENT 
27. DAVE COCKFIELD, 
20o OWEN WHITEOAK 
296 ANDY FIRTH 
Ze JULIE #LEMING 
31s DAVID BRIDGES 
32. BOB JACKSON 
33, CORAL JACKSON 
3h, MIKE NAMILTON 
35, SIMON OUNSLEY 
36. ROZ KAVENBY 
39, ALUN HARRIES 
28. BRIAN SMITH 
39. DAVE LANGFORD 
40, HAZEL LANGFORD 
42. NEIL HEPPLE 
42, SUE HEPPLE 
43. ‘TORY BERRY 
44e BOB DAY 
iG. DAL PRICE 
hhe MAUREEN PORTER 
iY, RICHARD COWPER 
48, ALAN DORSY 


ROCHELLE DOREY 
ALEX STRWAR 
JOHN MURPHY 
RAVE ELLIS 
KEVIN SMITH 
DIANA SMITH 
PRIL JAMES 

D WES? 

PAUL KINCAID 
PAUL WILLIAKS 
LOUISE WILLIAKS 
DAVE HICKS 

TAN WILLIAMS 
TONY JOHNSTON 
KATE MOORE 

TAN MADLE 
JANICE MAULE 
NEIL THOMPSON 
JAINE WHITTAKER 
BRIAN ALDISS 
GROFF RYMAN 
JIMMY ROBERTSON 
SOHN STYLES 
TIBS 





. RICHARD VINE 


HICK LOWE 
HARGARST WELBANK 
STEVE GREEN 
TOM TAYLOR 
KATE DAVIES 
RICHARD EDWARDS 
ROGER PERKINS 
ANN THOMAS 
MARINA HOLROYD 
LAURA WHEATLEY 
KEVAN GRAYSON 
KEVIN HENWOOD 
BRUCE SAYILLE 
TAIN ©, THOMAS 
JEREMY JOHNSON 
TANIN DICKSON 
AUDREY KELLOW 
SCAR DALGLEISH 
R. SNEDDON 
DAVE WILKINSON 
MARTIN TUDOR 
LUCY HUNTZINGER 
JOHN WALLACE 


97a 

98. 

995 
100, 
101, 
102. 
103. 
Olpe 
105, 
106. 
107. 
108, 
109. 
ilos 
Jia 
112. 
113. 
414.5 
115, 
116. 
LL?. 
118. 
119, 
120. 
ial. 
122, 
125. 
Lho 


ALLISON WALLACE 
KENNETH LAKE 
PAVL OLDROYD 
CHRIS DONALDSON 
MARK HANSEN 
ANN LOOKER 
DAVID BELL 
JOTCE SLATER 
GARY KILWORTH 
ANNETTE KILWORTS 
MIKE FORD 
COLIN FINE 
DUNCAN BOOTH 
MECKEY POLAND 
PETER COHEN 
LINDA JAMES 

ROY MACINSKT 
GLEN WARMINGER 
GRAHAM POOLE 
JAN POOLE 

PETE LYON 
RECHARD’ SMITH 
TEM ILLINGWORTH 
ANDREW ROSE 
SUSAN FRANCIS 
TAN SORENSON 
MEIKE DAMESICK 
SUE THOMASON 


125. 
i2é, 


“1274 


128. 
129. 
130. 
131. 
132. 
133. 
Lha 
135., 
136. 
137s 
138, 
139.6 
140. 
443, 
Laos 
143, 
14h. 
145. 
146. 
147. 
148, 
4495 
150. 
152, 


List complete as of December 4th 1983, 


PETER WESTON 
COLIN SMITH 
JOHN STEWARD 
ASHLEY WATKINS 
MAL ASHSORTH 
CAROLINE MULLAN 
ANNE WARREN 
KEN SLATER 
CHRISTINA LAKE 
LILIAN EDWARDS 
SOHN PAUL SHITH 
ROSERT STUBBS 
MARTIN SMITH 
PAUL DORMER 
KAY ALLAN 
VINCENT DOCHERTY 
JOSEPH NICHOLAS 
JUDITH HANNA 
MIKE SHERWOOD 
ROGER ROBINDON 
MARTIN HOARE 
KATIE HOARE 
HELEN MCNABB 
JAMES BRUNTON 
DAVE WOOD 


ANDY ROBERTSON, 


